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New Cove
Branch
Library is
Nearing
Completio

The new Covet Branch of Van Buren District Librar y is taking shape just noth
of the medical centerin Covert on M-140. The above image, fom TMP Associates
in Portage, shows how the libray will appear to patrons once completed.

DECATUR, MICHIGAN - - - -What was merely an idea one year ago is looking a lot like a new branch library in
Covert. Rapid progress is being made by Frederick Construction of Kalamazoo, the contractor chosen in May to
build the new branch.

What will greet patrons once the doors open in December or January is space — lots and lots of space for
books, computers, activities, leisure reading, and much mbeefloor plan covers 5,500 square feet, 4,000
more square feet than the current locatibhe new branch includes a separate activity room, chilsliamea,
display space, and a comfortable reading area for adlaéscolor palette reflects the librasylocation near a
wooded area and Lake Michigan. Spacious windows will take advantage of natural light and views of the
surrounding area. Library stafill have elbow room at the circulation desk, a separate workrodite @nd
break room.

Plans are still on track to make the move from old to new in either December or January (finishing touches
and weather permitting!). t&fing of the new branch will remain the same except for one change. Branch
Librarian Pauline McGuire has asked to continue working at the new branch, but
would like additional free time to pursue personal interéstslt Services
Librarian MattWeston will act as interim branch librarian for the first nine
months of the yeaWan Buren District Library will begin recruiting a perman
Covert librarian later next year

The project has truly been a community
effort beginning with an anonymous donatic
last year of $150,000 from a Covert couple.
Branch News pg 2 | Many thanks need to be extended to formei
CovertTownship SupervisoWayne Rendell,
current Supervisor Barbara Ro3egasurer
Friends Book Sale pg 3 | Carolyn Suckman, and the many township
residents and library patrons who haviedd
help and support.
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Around the District

Antwerp - Story Time andToddlerTime resume in
SeptemberMrs. Pat and Mrs. Nancy will each hold twice

weekly sessions from September 14 through November 18.

Brendas after school craft workshops will be held twice a
month in SeptembeOctober and Novemheérhe annual
Holiday CraftWorkshop sponsored by the Friends of the
Antwerp Sunshine Library is Saturddyovember 28, from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Babysitting classefei@d by
Bronson Lakeview Hospital are scheduled for Satyrday
October 17 and 2&here is a $15.00 fee and class size is
limited.

Bangor - Story activites will be held during October at the
Bangor Branch. EacWednesday morning at 10:30, children

will listen to stories, make simple puppets and perform
puppet playsThe new Puppelime Theatey purchased by
the Friends of the Librarwvill be used to stage the puppet
shows. Mark your calendar for SaturdBycember 5The
whole family is invited to join us for December Craft Day
beginning at 1:00 a.m.

Bloomingdale - Bloomingdale is gearing up for
InternationalTalk Like a Pirate Dgyon September 19, by
creating a low-down, underhanded Pirate Displdiyoever
is afraid to walk the plank, can gain safety by playing the
Pirate Bean Bagoss. Mark your calendar fo¥ednesday
December 2, for an appearance by Santa Claus and Mr
Vegas Man. Santa will be at the library between 6:30 and
7:00 p.m. to hear childremChristmas wishes. Mvegas

Covert - On September 29, Covert Schools are
celebrating student participation in our libragummer
reading program with an ice cream socfdle library

and school will collaborate again in Decemtiamuary

and February with Prim&me Reading Nights.
Community members will be invited to read stories to the
areas childrenWe hope all the scheduled Reading
Nights will take place in the brand new branch library

Gobles - september is Library Card Sign-up month.
Present your library card and receive a chance to win a
prize! OnThursday September 17, the library invites all
families to “Spend an Evening with Pout Pout Fish” at
6:00 p.m.The branch also invites you to “join the
banned” during Banned BookBeek, September 26
through October 3. Chemistityeek andleen ReadVeek
will be observed October 18 - 24, and we’ll decorate the
library for the holidays on Saturdayovember 28The
date for Santa’'Workshop in December will soon be
announced!

Lawrence - The Lawrence Branch Library isfefing

a lively lineup of activities this fall. Children can enjoy
stories, songs and crafts during PreschootySHour,

while members oTAG (TeenAdvisory Group) can

gather once a month for fun and friendsfipe Readers
Cafe meets the thiMd/ednesday of each month at

7:00 p.m. and the Knitting Group meets the first Monday
at 6:00 p.mThe knitters will participate iVarm Up
America, a Red Cross program for the needy that has
produced more than 250,000 afghans since 1995.

Lawrence Library Receives Digital Display

VAN BUREN DISTRICT LIERATY

Lawrence Brasch

The Friends of the Lawrence Library recently
completed a two-year project with the installation of an
outdoor digital sign.The project was a collaborative
effort by the Friends and the Lawrenb@wvnship
Board.

Friends membeknneArthur, who has expertise in
mechanical design and technical details, designed the
sign with input from other members, library $tafid
township board members.

Lawrence Branch Librarian Denise Campagna said,
“We are thrilled to be able to use this gift to promote
our fantastic programs. Our patrons are grateful to see,
at a glance, what is going on at the librake will use

it for community information as well.”

Pictured left to right are library staff
Mollie Barkovich and Denise Campagna,
and Friends memberand designerAnne Ar thur.
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Friends of the Van Bufren

District Library say
“Thank you!”

to volunteers, staff and

shoppers for another

successful book sale.

Thirty-one volunteers and
nineteen stdfmembers helped make
this years book sale a great succegs.
According to Friends President
JanetAbshagen, net receipts for the
sale were $3,355.78Vhile not a
record, she says it is a “very
respectable total.”

Respectable enough to enable the

Friends to donate more than Happy volunteers and satisfied shoppers helped the Friends of tMan Buren
$1,600.00 to/an Buren District District Librar y have anothersuccessful book salé/olunteers Jan Hellenga
Library’s Endowment Fund. (seated left to right) and Elaine Newell gladly help Bvoke Smith and hermom,

The Friends are assisting other Deb Smith, with their purchases.
branches with their upcoming book
sales by donating books to BangBloomingdale, Lawrence adhtwerp.

Abshagen says a great plus for this y®anle was that three new people have volunteered to sort books throughout the
year The Friends are always delighted when new volunteers step forward to help with this ongoing project.

For more information about the Friends or to volunigease contact Janetvdebster Memorial Library in Decatur:
269-423-4771.

Summer Reading Program Scores with Kids

Children district-wide took advantage of the call to “Be Creative” at their local libraries this
summer Childrens Librarian Lin Zimmer reports that 1,403 children signed up for the program
in Van Buren District Librang seven facilitiesWWhen the final tallies were taken, the
participants had read 32,301 books.

Three locations developed programs for adult readers this g6aradults at the branches in
Bangor Lawrence and Mattawan read a total of 1,018 books.

Creativity was evident in many of the activities kids enjoyed this sun@hédren
expressed themselves by tie-dying t-shirts, making sock puppets and jéigemgp dancing,
creating chalk art on

sidewalks, making Join the Friends
Squonks, and test driving . .
piccolos, trumpets, violins and drums. of the Van Buren District lerary
At the Antwerp Sunshine Branch in Mattawan, 74 Senior Citizen (60 & over) $ 5.00
Summer Readers{%§rade and above) participated in Senior Couple $ 10.00
the Presiden$’ Challenge, a national program that Individual $ 10.00
encourages an active lifestyle. Fourteen participants Family $ 15.00
met their goal of being active for sixty minutes a,day Contributing $ 25.00
five days a week, for 6 out of 8 weelRfiey each Benefactor $ 50.00
received a certificate signed by President Obama, a Sustaining $100.00
patch and sticker3hree adults also completed the Donation $
program by being active for thirty minutes a day )
Planning for Summer 2010 is already underway Send your name, address, and check for membership to

and it promises to be a “splash!” Friends of the Library 200 N. Phelpstgeet, Decatur Ml 49045
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VAN BUREN DisTRICT LIBRARY

WEBSTERM EMORIAL
200 N. Phelps Street
Decatur Ml 49047
269-423-4771

ANTWERP SUNSHINE
24823 Front Ave, Mattawan

BANGOR
420 DvISION SrrREeET

BLOOMINGDALE
109 E. Kalamazoo Street

COVERT
33805 M-140 Hvy

GOBLES
105 East Main Street

LAwRENCE COMMUNITY
212 North Paw Paw Street

FaLe 2009 Book SaLEs

BANGOR BRANCH LIBRARY
Saturday, September 19, 9am - 2pm

BLooMINGDALE BRANCH
Saturday, September 26, 9:30 a.m. - 1pm

ANTWERP SUNSHINE LIBRARY MATTAWAN
Pre-Sale: Thursday, September 24, 5pm - 7pm - Admission
Friday and Saturday,
September 25 & 26
Opens at 9am - Free

Please note! Van Buren District Library
will be closed on the following dates:

Veterans’ Day: Wednesday, November 11
Thanksgiving Day: Thursday, November 26
Christmas: Thursday and Friday, December 24 & 25
New Year’s Day: Friday, January 1, 2010

http://www.vbdl.org
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